






















AFFIDAVIT OF DINO GRONDIN, SR.

My name is Dino Grondin. I have children, now grown, with Margie Grondin and our son
together is Dino Grondin, Jr.

l am familiar with what has become known as the Head Start case involving Nancy Smith and
Joseph Allen.

At the time those allegations were going on, I had frequent interaction with Margie Grondin
and was at her residence, because we had children together and I would frequently pick them
up and drop them off, etc. I would somctimcs be in the homc for periods of timc during those
exchanges and would sometimes be there for kids' birthday parties or other events.

I witnessed Margie coaching her daughter on what to say in order to make the allegations of
sexual abuse in the Head Start case. I asked Margie what had happened. Her daughter, one of
the child "victims" in the Head Start case was present during these conversations. Margie
would state a narrative and would ask her daughter, "Isn't that how it happened? Tell him
that's how it happened. Isn't that right?" Margie would try to get her daughter to repeat what
she was saying or to agree with the story she was telling. Over time, this story would change
and gro. Margie was persistent in trying to get her daughter to agree with what she said
happened. This was something Margie wanted her to practice.

Margie told me that she was going to "get paid" after the case was over.

When my son Dino called me last year about the allcgations Margic was making against his wife
Emily, where Margie was claiming Emily had abused their daughter, I told my son to be careful
because Margie was likely trying to get custody of the girl so she could use her to make false
allegations against someone and sue for more money. I had this concern because it was
obvious to me that this is what had happened in the Head Start case.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

DATED thisaoday of R91N/EMBER,2021,atL OHIO.

By:
DINO GRONDIN, SR.

State of Ohio, ai
Countyof LORAN

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed by DINOGRONDIN before me thisthis 20ay of
NOVEMBER, 2021.

sesite uoisSwo



AFFIDAVITOFDINOGRONDIN

My name is Dino Grondin. My mother is Margaret Perrazola AKA Margie Grondin, who was the
person who led the allegations in the Head Start case where Joseph Allen and Nancy Smith
were convicted and sent to prison.

My mom made false allegations in the past couple of years against my wife, Emily. She accused
my wife of sexual abusing our daughter, who I'll called AG. She made up all sorts of lies to try
to get charges brought so she could take custody of AG, and she did in fact get custody for a
while until her scheme fell apart. She was caught in those lies. For example, one lie is she told
me that doctors had found evidence of sexual abuse on my daughter at a time when my
daughter was too young to talk. This is captured in a recording on a "nanny cam" that was in
my house. That turned out to be a lie, the doctors had actually said there was no evidence of
sexual abuse and they were not concerned about my daughter's safety. My mom alsoclaimed,
after she got custody of our daughter and my daughter was old enough to talk, that my wife
abused our daughter duringa scheduled visitation when state or county officials of some sort
were supervising the whole thing, so it couldn't have happened. The detective who
investigated that claim said that Margie had coached our daughter to make the false
allegations. For about two years my mom was constantly making false allegations, lying to
everyone, and doing everything she could to first get, and then keep, custody of our daughter.

At one point when this was going on, I started to wonder if my mom was doing this so she could
get custody of AG and then put AG in a situation where she could claim abuse so she could sue
someone with deep pockets for money. The reason I had these suspicions is because when I
was six my mom coached my little sister to make false allegations in the Head Start case for
money. I saw it with my own eyes and was old enough to understand what was going on. She
told my sister what to say and practiced with her, telling her that if she got it right we would get
enough money to go to Disneyworld. She held Disneyworld over her as a reward. I wanted to
go to Disneyworld too. My mom incorporated the allegations into games, and made my sister
say it right to get little rewards. She also said at different times that if my sister didn't get the
story right, the "Cucuy," which she used like you would say "boogeyman," was going to come
kill her family and then kill her.

In about August 2020, I shared my suspicions with my dad. He told me, yes, you should be
worried, because she made up those allegations in the Head Start case for money and she's
probably trying to do it again. But she can't do it without a little kid to claim someone abused,
so she's trying to get custody of a little kid and making up false allegations against my wife to
get custody. He told me to go online and find the documents in the Head Start case. So I did.
My wife and I found them and read all the things in the parole documents put together by the
Ohio Innocence Project. We also read other things we found on the internet about the case.

When I read those documents, I had a panic attack so bad I had to go to the hospital. I have the
medical records from this visit. The reason I had a panic attack was that some of the things the
kids alleged in that case were forms of sexual abuse that my mom and her male companion(s)



had done to us kids when we were little. Like sexual abusing us with sticks and even making us
pee into a bottle for reasons I still don't understand. It was traumatic reading about it because
it was done to me. Also, I saw my sister being sexual abused by a male companion, on some
oCcasions with my mom present. On one occasion, the man was licking my sister's face all over
and the man and my mom were laughing hysterically. They made me leave the basement
where this was happening. Then screams came from the basement, my sister screamed. This
happened on more than one occasion. I was also sexually abused by a male companion of my
mom on more than one occasion.

Also, reading the documents online brought me back to whatI saw with my mom coaching my
sister about. For example, there was a sentence about how the kids said Joseph was black with
spots. I know exactly what that is all about. My mom had a male companion put on black
hunter's paint, or black or dark face paint of some sort, and pretend to be Joseph to get my
sister ready for her allegations in the Head Start case. She had to call him Joseph and she had
to practice saying what "Joseph" did to her. The man didn't put it on very evenly and there
were spots where the hunter's paint was bare and his skin showed through. He looked like a
black man with spots. I saw this with my own eyes.

At the same time, my mom had a picture of a black man on the wall in the basement, which I
think must have been some sort of mug shot or something of Joseph Allen. She moved it
around to different places on the basement walls. My sister had to study it point to it and say it
was Joseph. My mom on some occasions had the other kids from the Head Start case down in
the basement, and coached them the same way. The allegations I read in the court documents
online were the things my mom was coaching them to say, and a lot it was sexual abuse that
had gone on in my own family. My mom played "school" with the kids in the basement, and
actually set the basement up like a little school with tables or desks, and created educational
games. My mom was the "teacher." The tables and desks are still in storage at my
grandmother's house. The kids had to say the allegations of sexual abuse the way she wanted
them to say it in order to advance in the game.

Three of the kids in the Head Start case who made the allegations admitted to me that nothing
happened and the allegations were made up. One of them admitted this to me at the time the
allegations were happening, one admitted this to me when we were teenagers, and the third
after we were adults. One of them said Margie has told them if it is ever discovered that the
story is not true, the kids in the Headstart case will be publicly disgraced and shamed. Margie
has also told her they will have to give all of the money back. This person who was a child
"victim" in the Head Start case believes this and is worried that, if it is discovered that the
allegations were false, everyone will have to give the money back and she will lose her house
and everything she has in order to pay it back. My little sister who was involved in the case will
not talk about and it and is very much under the influence of my mom. My mother is extremely
manipulative and controlling.
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I have no doubt that my mom coached our daughter to say that my wife sexually abused our
daughter during a supervised visitation because she thought this would allow her to sue the
state or county, since they would be responsible, and the government has a lot of money. This
was what she was waiting for and part of her plan from the beginning. It didn't work because
they could see right through it and they disproved it. After this scheme fell apart because she
was caught coaching my daughter, my mom lost custody of our daughter.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

DATEDthis_ 1 dayofNOVEMBER,2021,atL ofat, OHIO.

By:
DINO GRONDIN

State of Ohio,
Countyof_Ohb

day ofSubscribed and sworn to or affirmed by DINOGRONDIN before me this
NOVEMBER, 2021.

JO JARRETTCHAPIN
Notary Public, State of Ohio

My Comm. Expires 01/19/2024
Recorded in Lorain County
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AFFIDAVIT OF TOM CANTU 
 
My name is Tom Cantu and a am retired detective.  I worked in the youth/gang division of the 
Lorain Police Department for many years until 1993 when I was promoted.  The youth unit 
handled all crimes against children, and so I had experience with child sexual abuse cases. 
 
I was the detective assigned to what has become known as the “Head Start case” that resulted 
in the convictions of Joseph Allen and Nancy Smith. 
 
When I was assigned to the case, I performed a full investigation into the matter and 
determined that no crimes took place and no charges should be brought.   
 
I made this conclusion for a variety of reasons, but the most obvious reason was that the 
children in question told me, when their parents were not in the room, that nothing had 
happened.  They told me not only that nothing improper had happened, but that they loved 
Nancy, who was their bus driver, and they were very fond of her.   
 
After Nancy Smith passed a polygraph and I completed the investigation, I wrote my wrote 
report stating that the allegations were unfounded and no charges should be brought. 
 
After that, I was taken off the case, new detectives were assigned, and a prosecution was 
created and went forward despite my conclusions.   I later learned that this was because the 
mother who had started the allegations, Margie Grondin, had gone to the Mayor and the media 
and had created pressure for charges to be brought.  But the prosecutor never spoke to me 
about my findings, and neither did the detectives who replaced me on the case.  They never 
asked what I had uncovered or what I had witnessed, which was very unusual.   
 
After I retired, I came to the conclusion that the children had likely been coached for financial 
gain. Clearly their stories must have changed and evolved through time until a case was made, 
as they said that nothing happened when I was in charge of the case.    I later saw the videotape 
of the lineup where the children allegedly picked out Joseph Allen, you could see the parents 
coaching the kids.  One of the parents took her child’s hand and pointed it at Joseph Allen for 
the kid.  This was totally improper and should have sent up red flags to investigators.  The 
changing stories, the way the parents seemed so aggressive and motivated for financial gain 
(and they apparently got a large settlement in the end) and the coaching that was visible on the 
videotape made me very concerned about what had gone on in the case. 
 
I also learned later that rumors had spread in the law enforcement community that Nancy 
Smith was my girlfriend and I had tried to sabotage the investigation to protect her.  I 
understood that these allegations were coming from the prosecutor Rosenbaum.  But this was 
false.  Nancy Smith was not my girlfriend and I barely knew her.  I had worked security when off 
duty at a bingo hall, and through this job knew Nancy’s mother and aunt like I knew any of the 
other hundreds of people who played bingo there.  I said “Hello” to them and we were friendly 
in the same superficial way that I said hello and made small talk with everyone at the bingo hall.  



Nancy came to the bingo hallwith them a few times, and I also had a minimalacguaintancewith her in the same superficial way. I had just said hello to her and made small talk a fewtimes like I did with everyone else at the bingo hall.

I would have been willing to the testifiT for the defense if called as a witness. However, forreasons I could not understand, I was not called as a witness for the defense, and as far as Iknow the jury never heard what I had seen and heard during my investigation.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

DATED this J-T-day of NovEM BER, 2A2r, r@ EH to.

State of Ohio, r .

County ot rrleld

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed by TOM CANTU
202L.

r,
TOM CANTU

before me this iq day of NOVEMBER,

ws*
Notary signature



AFFIDAVIT OFDR. VIRGINIA BRADEN

My name is Dr. Virginia Braden. Il am a Licensed Private Investigator and Behavioral Analyst who engages
in freelance work for the Ohio Innocence Project (OIP). I have a PhD in criminal justice from the University of
Louisville and have worked in the criminal justice field as a victim's advocate, private investigator, behavioral
analyst, investigative consultant, and trainerleducator for more than 20 years serving private clients as well
as law enforcement agencies.

1)

On September 1, 2020, I interviewed Dino and Emily Grondin at their home in Lorain, Ohio. Dino Grondin is
the son of Margie Grondin, who was the catalyst in the child molestation allegations against Nancy Smith
and Joseph Allen in what has become known as the "Head Start case." Emily Grondin was Dino's wife at the
time. Dino and Emily have a daughter, AG, who was 33 months old in September 2020 and who is four
years old currently.

2)

l interviewed Dino and Emily because they had reached out to OIP director Mark Godsey and indicated they
had information relevant to the Head Start case. Starting on September 1, 2020 and through today, I have
interviewed Dino and Emily many times, and engaged in my own investigation and collected documents
pertaining to the information they provided me. In this process, I have learned the information that follows:

3)

4) On August 24, 2019, Margie Grondin ("Margie") told Dino Grondin that Dino's wife, Emily Grondin, and
Emily's mother have been sexually abusing AG and, as a result, Margie was taking AG to the hospital
immediately. When questioned why she believed AG had been abused, Margie claimed to Dino that she
"knows the signs" of child abuse.

AG was examined for sexual abuse that night by several doctors. According to the records now in my
possession", the resuits of the examination were benign and showed no evidence of trauma or abuse, as
Margie had claimed. Further, the documents indicate that there are no concerns for AG's safety or well-
being. Despite these findings, Margie later repeatedly falsely told individuals that the doctors had confirmed
her suspicions of abuse.

5)

6) On January 23, 2020, Margie filed a complaint with Lorain County Children's Services (LCCS) repeating the
same allegations of sexual abuse by Emily against AG. At this time, Dino and Emily were out of town and
AG was staying with her paternal great grandmother. On that day, Margie appeared at AG's great
grandmother's house and took custody of AG without formal proceeding or authority. VWhen Dino arrived
back in town later that day, Margie had custody of AG and LCCS would not allow Dino to retake custody of
AG due to the formal complaint filed by Margie earlier that day.

7) On Jan 24, 2020, Margie took AG to the hospital again to be examined for sexual abuse and this time she
had AG tested for STDS. According to the records, Margie claimed during this examination that she had
seen signs of sexual abuse in or around AG's genitalia. During this visit, Margie also falsely stated to
medical professionals that Emily had been admitted to a psychiatric facility in Pennsylvania. Margie further
stated, without basis, that rampant sexual abuse had been occurring in AG's household, including abuse of
an 11-year-old sibling of AG.

The results of all of tests for STDS are found to be negative. Additionally, the results of the doctor's
examination indicate that none of the symptoms Margie reported were seen during the exan. Specifically,
the doctor stated that his exam shows no erythema, no rash, no discharge, no signs of injury. I have copies
of all records relating to this visit.

8)

On January 31, 2020, as part of a safety plan for AG in conjunction with Lorain County Children's Services,
Margie was officially designated the person who AG will be residing with while the investigation is
conducted. This is with the goal of an eventual reunification of AG with both Dino and Emily. Also on
January 31, 2020, Margie falsely told Dino that the medical examinations performed thus far have

9)

In the interests of protecting juvenile court records, I have not attached the supporting documents mentioned in
this affidavit. However, such documents can be made available to the court or produced at a hearing.



uncovered proof of sexual abuse by Emily against AG. This false statement was captured on tape by
Dino and Emily's "nanny cam," which I have in my possession.

10) By the end of January 2020, Margie had been telling family members and friends for months that Emily had
been sexually abusing AG. I have copies of these text messages in my possession. Margie's smear

pedophile. Emily subsequently filed a defamation suit against Margie, and this lawsuit is still pending.

11) Beginning in early 2020 and into 2021, while she had custody of AG due to the complaint she filed against

campaign resulted in people in Emily and Dino's circle of friends contacting them accusing Emily of being a

Emily with Lorain County Children's services, Margie continued to take AG to doctors presenting that AG
had a history of sexual and physical abuse at the hands of Emily. During those visits, Margie made various
false statements to the doctors. For example, medical records show that Margie stated to a doctor seeing
AG that Emily was incarcerated at that time in a prison in Pennsylvania. Margie also stated to medical
providers that she has custody due to Emily's abuse of AG and Emily's 11-year-old son. I have possession
of copies of these records.

12) Indeed, Margie repeatedly presented a history of confirmed child abuse and sexual abuse on multiple
doctor's visits. Counseling intake and care records for AG show that in April of 2021, for example, Margie
stated that AG had a history of sexual, physical, and emotional abuse, despite the fact that all official
findings thus far contradicted this statement. She further claimed that a video exists of Emily sexually
assaulting AG's siblings and that Emily had taken inappropriately sexual pictures of AG. I have possession
of these records. All of these allegations are unsubstantiated and the medical examinations as well as my
investigation into the allegations have refuted these statements. In fact, my investigation as well as the later
investigation by Detective Strohsack (discussed below) demonstrate that Margie has a repeatedly claimed to
have video proof of certain acts that corroborate her allegations, but she does not produce videos with the
content she states she has when called up to do so.

13) In fact, on March 29, 2020, LCCS issued a report finding no evidence of physical or sexual abuse against
AG. This report is in my possession. LCCS did not give custody back to Dino and Emily, however, primarily
because of addiction issues they suffered from at the time which were discovered by LCCS as a result of
their investigation into Margie's allegations. Throughout 2020, Margie Grondin continued a smear campaign
against Emily to friends and family alleging that Emily had sexually abused AG, despite the fact that all
doctors and professionals had refuted that claim.

14) In August of 2020, Dino informed his father of the false allegations by Margie. Dino knew from his childhood
that Margie coached her own daughter (and Dino's sister) Nikki, and other kids, into making false allegations
in the Head Start case. Dino remembered that from his own childhood (see Dino Grondin's affidavit) and by
this time has become concerned that Margie had an agenda to make false allegations against Emily so she
could get parental rights to AG, so that she could then use AG to sue people by making false sexual abuse
allegations. Dinos's father told Dino that is a valid concern because Margie had concocted the Head Start
case for financial gain and told Dino he should go online and look up the allegations that Margie made in the
Head Start case.

15) On August 22, 2020, Emily and Dino went online and read the allegations from the Head Start case. Dino
had a strong emotional reaction because the allegations of abuse in the Head Start case were either things
that Margie and her boyfriends had done to Dino and his siblings when they were children or were things
that Dino witnessed Margie coaching his sister to say at the time of the Head Start case. This caused Dino
to have a panic attack so severe that he had to seek medical treatment at the ER. See Dino's affidavit.
Following this revelation, Dino reached out to Mark Godsey, the director of the Ohio Innocence Project,
leading to my involvement in the case.

16) On July 28, 2021 Emily had a scheduled visitation with her daughter AG. The visit was supervised by LCCS
employees and took place at a state administration building.

17) On July 29, 2021, Margie alleged that AG (now old enough to talk) told her that Emily had molested her
during this visitation session, despite the fact that this visit had been supervised by government officials.



18) This accusation was subsequently investigated by Detective Strohsack of the Lorain County Sheriff's
Department. Margie stated to Detective Strohsack that AG had complained to her that her vagina was
hurting. Margie further stated that AG had disclosed to her that AG's mother, Emily, had sexually
molested her and touched her pee during the supervised visit on July 28. Margie additionally informed
Detective Strohsack that she had five videos of AG stating that Emily had sexually abused her. Margie then
presented him with just one short video clip. The short video clip showed Margie telling AG what to say.

19) Further, as a result of this allegation, Margie was instructed to take AG to the Nord Center to have a sexual
assault examination completed. Records from the Lorain County Sheriff's investigation show the results of
this exam found no evidence of trauma.

20) As part of his investigation, Detective Strohsack determined that the abuse could not have happened
because Emily and AG had been supervised at all times during this official visit. He also interviewed AG.
This interview was recorded and video from that interview shows that while the detective was not in the
room, AG practiced pretend crying. AG made no disclosure of abuse to Detective Strohsack. His
investigation concluded that AG had been coached by Margie. At the conclusion of his investigation
Detective Strohsack determined there was no evidence, no disclosure of harm, and no witnesses and found
the allegations to be unsubstantiated and stated the matter was unfounded. During a hearing in the case,
Detective Strohsack testified that it was evident to him that Margie had coached AG into making a false
allegation. I have possession of this hearing transcript.

21) At the end of August 2021, following the above episode where Margie alleged Emily abused AG while on a
supervised visit on state property, Margie's temporary custody was revoked.

22) On September 11, 2021 Lorain County Children's Services issued their findings on the investigation of the
July 29, 2021 allegations. They found the allegations were unsubstantiated. I have a copy of this report in
my possession.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

DATEDthis 1*_ day ofDECEMBER,2021, atANL0OCO,OHIO.

DR. VIRGINIA BRADEN

State of Ohio,
Countyof HAMILTON

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed by DR. VIRGINIABRADEN before me this day of
DECEMBER, 2021.

NotaryPublc,Stateof OH
MyCommission Explr 09-12-2024












































































































